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Interdisciplinary themes

Educator identifies and utilizes interdisciplinary themes to enhance student learning.

Key Method

The educator identifies current and relevant interdisciplinary themes that engage students in exploration, discovery, and
expression. Additionally, the educator implements interdisciplinary themes within the classroom and draws connections
to social and cultural contexts, both local and global.

Method Components

Interdisciplinary themes can be broadly defined as an overarching framework on a topic or theme that supports in-
depth study across multiple content areas.

Educators value knowledge that is outside of their content specific area. They understand the application of
interdisciplinary themes is a viable way to engage students in varied disciplines. Additionally, they understand this form
of inquiry allows students access to multiple perspectives on complex issues, high level thinking to solve real world
problems, and opportunities to create and express through original work (InTasc, 2011).

Essential Elements of Interdisciplinary Themes
u Find and review current and relevant sources on interdisciplinary themes.
n |dentify appropriate, current, and relevant interdisciplinary themes for your specific student population.

m Connect the interdisciplinary theme to real world problems, allowing students to solve problems and make
relevant connections to local and global issues.

m  Align theme and content specific tasks to challenge student assumptions and bias on specific issues.

m  Offer students opportunities to develop cross curricular products to express understand of complex topics
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Submission Guidelines & Evaluation Criteria

To earn the micro-credential, you must answer all questions with a passing score in Part 1 and 3 and receive a
Proficient score for Part 2.

Part 1. Overview Questions

300 word limit

Respond to the following:

Describe the community in which you teach. Share important information, such as population, demographics, size of
school district, and additional that may help paint a clear picture of the community.

Describe your school setting. What subjects and ages do you teach? What is the typical makeup of a school day? What
is a typical class size? How many students do you normally see in a day? Add any other pertinent information necessary
to understand your unique teaching situation.

Describe your school setting in regards to interdisciplinary themes. Are there activities utilized? Are you currently
implementing one? Are there any roadblocks for implementation?

Briefly, describe an interdisciplinary theme that you have implemented, are currently implementing, or could
implement in the future.

m Passing: Responses completely address each of the questions using personal examples and evidence that clearly
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addresses the points.

Part 2. Work Examples / Artifacts

To earn this micro-credential please submit the following three artifacts:

Artifact 1: Generate a list of scholarly resources you have read that have shaped your understanding of interdisciplinary
theme(s). Compose a narrative that develops connections and insights you have gained on interdisciplinary themes.

(300-word limit)

Artifact 2: Lesson Plan-Provide a unit or lesson plan designed around an interdisciplinary theme. Be sure to include:

m A general overview of the interdisciplinary theme and how content specific goals align.

m st essential questions that help guide student inquiry in exploration of the theme.

B Two sample classroom activities that approach the theme from different perspectives. If needed attach a
written description (200 word maximum).

m  List of 3 interdisciplinary resources for student use (beyond a textbook).

Artifact 3: Submit two student work samples that demonstrate student understanding of multiple perspectives on
social/cultural or local/global dynamics.

u Samples must be from two different students and must demonstrate an interconnectedness to the
overarching interdisciplinary theme.

. Names must be removed from student samples.

m  Attach any pertinent handouts or rubrics that were used; compose a short (less than one page) narrative
connecting the student samples to interdisciplinary themes and how it helped develop student gain an
understanding of multiple perspectives.

Artifact 1:
List of Resources

Artifact 2:
Unit or Lesson
Plan

The educator has shared
a list of 3 or more current
and relevant
scholarly/peer reviewed
resources. The list of
resources is represented
in a Works Cited page
formatted according to
MLA or APA style guide
standards. The educator
has composed a one
page narrative that draws
out subtleties, new
insights, affirmations, and
areas of concern.
Educator gives a final
thought about application
or reflection on
interdisciplinary themes.

The educator shares a
clear and concise
overview of the
interdisciplinary theme
and explains how content
specific goals align. The
educator has developed

The educator has shared
a list of 3 or more current
and relevant resources.
The list is represented in a
Works Cited page
formatted according to
MLA or APA style guide
standards. The educator
has composed a one
page narrative that draws
out new insights and
areas of concern.
Educator gives a final
thought on the
application of
interdisciplinary themes.

The educator shares a
clear overview of the
interdisciplinary theme
and explains content
specific goals. The
educator has developed
essential questions for the

The educator has shared
less than 3 resources. The
list is represented in a
Works Cited page
formatted according to
MLA or APA style guide
standards. The educator
has composed a one
page narrative but does
not draw out insights; the
only educator restates
facts. The educator does
not establish a clear
connection to
interdisciplinary themes.

The educator shares an
overview of the
interdisciplinary theme.
Content goals are not
explicitly stated. The
educator has attempted
essential questions for the



Artifact 3:
Student Samples

Reflection

300 words

essential questions that
foster student inquiry
throughout the study of
the interdisciplinary
theme. The educator has
shared a list of 3 or more
highly useful student
resources. Two original
classroom activities
clearly illustrate different
perspectives are an
essential element of
interdisciplinary themes.

The educator has shared
two student samples from
two different students.
The samples clearly
demonstrate a clear link
between student
understanding of multiple
perspectives and the
interconnectedness of
content through
interdisciplinary themes.
The educator’s narrative
explanation of student
samples shows
understanding and ability
to effectively implement
interdisciplinary themes in
the classroom.

study of the
interdisciplinary theme.
The educator has shared
a list of 3 or more student
resources. The two
original classroom
activities attempt to
illustrate different
perspectives of
interdisciplinary themes.

The educator has shared
two student samples from
two different students.
The samples demonstrate
a link between student
understanding of multiple
perspectives and the
interconnectedness of
content through
interdisciplinary themes.
The educator’s narrative
explanation of student
samples attempts but
does not explicitly show
understanding and ability
to implement
interdisciplinary themes in
the classroom.

study of the
interdisciplinary theme;
however, there is no clear
link. The educator has
shared a list of student
resources, but may not
be of quality The two
classroom activities do
not illustrate different
perspectives of
interdisciplinary themes.

The educator has shared
two student samples. The
samples do not show a
link between student
understanding of multiple
perspectives and the
interconnectedness of
content through
interdisciplinary themes.
The educator’s narrative
fails to explain student
samples or show
understanding and ability
to implement
interdisciplinary themes.

How will your work with interdisciplinary themes positively impact student learning going forward? Build upon the
artifacts and narratives you have submitted in part 2.

m Passing: Educator’s response addresses student learning through the use of multiple perspective as developed
through the interconnectedness of an overarching theme. Writing is clear and organized.
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